AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / Mar. 4

This is a time when it is fashionable to say
the American people are cynical and skeptical.
Well, T know there are plenty of things to be
skeptical about. But let me tell you something,
my fellow Americans, I get to do something
none of you get to do. Whenever I leave this
country, I become the United States in the eyes
of other people. And I can tell you, wherever
I have been, people think this is still a very
great country.

I ask you to remember what President Ken-
nedy said in the middle of the cold war when
he went to Berlin. He said, “Freedom has many
difficulties, and our democracy is far from per-
fect. But we never had to put up a wall to
keep our people in.” People want to come to
the United States because this is a great country.

And when you hear your fellow citizens at
work, at church, in the bowling alley on Thurs-
day night, or anywhere else express cynicism
about this country, you tell them that that is
a poor excuse for inaction. Cynicism is just a

cover for laying down and giving up and not
going on. We have got to go on and go forward
together.

All my life I have been driven by the convic-
tion that it is fundamentally wrong for any
human being to be deprived of their God-given
capacity to grow and to live out their dreams.
That animates everything we try to do in Wash-
ington. But this country runs fundamentally on
your pulse, on your heartbeat, on your convic-
tion, and on your work. And I ask you, join
me in this one simple resolve: We will not per-
mit the American people to be divided in 1996.
We are going forward together.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. at the De-
partment of Public Works. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Mayor Cameron G. Priebe of Taylor,
MI. A portion of these remarks could not be
verified because the tape was incomplete.

Remarks on the Terrorist Attack in Israel and an Exchange With Reporters

in Taylor
March 4, 1996

The President. 1 want to express my deep
anger at the news of this latest bombing in
Israel and to reaffirm the determination of the
United States to do all we can to work with
our friends in the Middle East to stop the kill-
ing, to bring the killers to justice, and ensure
that terrorism does not triumph over peace in
the Middle East.

Once again the enemies of peace have mur-
dered completely innocent Israeli citizens, in-
cluding children, in their hysterical, determined,
fanatic attempt to kill all hope of peace between
Israel and Palestinians and others in the Middle
East. We must again state our determination
that these forces of terror shall not triumph.

Together with those who have worked so hard
for lasting peace in the Middle East, the United
States is committed to confronting this challenge
and to prevailing over these forces of hate and
violence. As we offer our prayers for the victims
of the latest tragedy, we also reaffirm our com-
mitment to the peace.

As 1 said earlier this morning and I would
like to repeat again, it is ironic that I'm here
in this community where I was slated to come
last November but had to put it off to go to
Israel for Prime Minister Rabin’s funeral. The
forces which led to his killing, as much as they
claim to hate the forces that have been behind
this latest round of bombing of innocent Israeli
citizens, have one thing in common: They live
for division. They live for the continuation of
the violence and the hatred in the Middle East.
They are even willing, as we see today, to kill
themselves, members of their own groups, just
to keep people living on hatred and division.

We must not give in to that. We must fight
it. We must fight it with all the resources at
our command. And the United States will do
everything we can to support Israel and the
other friends of peace in the Middle East.

Thank you.

Q. Mr. President, are you convinced that
Yasser Arafat has done all that he can to control
Hamas? Many Israelis believe that he has just
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turned a blind eye and has talked about things
but not really done what needs to be done.

The President. Because it is a relatively new
government it may be impossible ever to know
for sure. But I am convinced that he wants
peace. And I am convinced that he will now
answer the call that I have issued, that the
Israeli Prime Minister has issued, that others
have issued, to do more.

And what I want to say to all my fellow Amer-
icans, what you are seeing here is an example
of what has the potential to infect other coun-
tries all across the world. You saw it in the
Japanese subway. You saw it in the Oklahoma
City bombing. You see this going around the
world, but it is more prevalent, more sustained,
more well-organized in the Middle East. And
there are people there really literally willing to
die just to keep the division and the hatred
and the violence going.

I believe that Mr. Arafat will have to do more.
I believe everyone else will have to do more.
He will have to do everything he can up to
the limits of whatever capacities they have, and
the rest of us will have to do our part as well.

Q. Have you talked to him?

Q. To follow on that, sir, do you think the
Israelis should exercise restraint and not retali-
ate?

The President. 1 think that we will have to
do—we have to stand with the proposition that
those who are responsible for this should be
held accountable for it. And we will do what
we can to support them in that regard.

Thank you very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:02 p.m. at the
Department of Public Works.

Remarks at a Democratic Luncheon in Detroit, Michigan

March 4, 1996

Thank you very much. Thank you so much.
Thank you, Senator Levin, for that kind intro-
duction and for your service in the Senate. I'm
depending on all of you to make sure he con-
tinues that service in the Senate. We need him.

When you remember in 1996 what the other
party attempted to do in 1995 to our budget
and to our country, remember that the President
alone could not stop it. If we had not had a
veto-proof Senate and House, it would not have
been possible to stop. So I ask you to reelect
Carl Levin and John Dingell and David Bonior
and all the other members of the Democratic
caucus of Michigan who are here. I see Sandy
Levin, and I think John Conyers is here. I see
Bart Stupak out there, and I'm sure Lynn Rivers
is here. And we need more people. So I want
you to work hard in these races because they
matter. They matter to you. They matter to our
country.

It was a pretty long, lonely, cold fight for
the last year, until the American people began
to be heard loud and clear to make it possible
for us to do some positive things which I hope
will come forward in 1996. But I'm telling you
it really matters not only to Michigan but to

360

the entire United States for these people to
be reelected and for you to send others of good
will to join them.

So I thank you, Senator. And I thank you,
David, for your leadership. And I want to say
a special word of thanks to John Dingell. When
Democrats lost the House for the first time in
a long time, a lot of Members announced their
retirement. And it wasn’t so much fun anymore
if you were a committee chairman or you had
a nice subcommittee. And one day Hillary and
I were sitting alone in the White House talk-
ing—this is a true story—we were talking, and
some senior Member of the House had an-
nounced his retirement. And I looked at her,
and I said, “You know what, I'll bet you $100
John Dingell won’t quit. He doesn’t think you
should quit when youre down; you ought to
keep fighting until you get up again. Then you
can quit.” And I thank you for that.

Thank you, Ed McNamara, for that subtle
reference to the airport and the funds you want.
[Laughter] We were sitting there, and Ed in
his nice Irish charm said, “You remember when
you started running for President and nobody
knew who you were, but I was there for you?”
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